
 

                              EVERY DAY COUNTS !  

At Winter Gardens Academy we know that good attendance is the 
key to successful schooling and we believe our pupils can be 

amongst the best.  

Although we aim for 100% attendance, each year we set a target 
for attendance & this is used to compare us to other schools nation-

ally. Our current target is 96% attendance.  

Attending school every day will help give your child the best possi-

ble start in life.  

Going to school every day means:  

 learning new skills  

 making friends  

 having lots of fun  

 building lasting relationships  

 taking part in exciting activities  

 

You can help us to help your child by encouraging regular school 

attendance.  

Regular attendance helps children to develop their confidence and 

to make and keep lasting friendships  

REDUCING SICK DAYS 

If your child is saying they do not feel well and you are 

unsure about whether it warrants a day off please 

send them to school.  

If they are truly ill  please ring the absence line before 9am. 

Use common sense when deciding whether or not your child 

is too ill to attend school.  

Ask yourself the following questions: 

 Is my child well enough to do the activities of the 

school day?  

 Does my child have a condition that could be passed 

on to other children or school staff?  

Weekly 

 The  Giraffe – the  class with the  highest 

attendance gets the giraffe in Celebration Assem-
bly for the next week to keep in their class. 

 

  A draw takes place and Five Attendance  

Heroes  are chosen  to wear special 100% 

attendance ID Badges. 

 

Fortnightly 

 

 Attendance Hero Stickers are given out for im-

proved attendance. 

 

          Termly 

 Attendance Certificates are given out : 

      Bronze 98-99% 

      Silver  99-100% 

     Gold  100% 

 

 Children with 100%  attendance get a treat (e.g. 

DVD and popcorn) 

 

 A  prize draw takes place to win a 360 Play vouch-

er for 100% attendance. 

 

          Yearly 

 

 Children with 100% for the year all get a treat 

(e.g. bouncy castle) . 

REWARDS FOR ATTENDANCE 

 

190 

days 

183 

days 
171 

days 
161 

days 
152 

days 
143

days 

100%    96%    90%    85%    80%    75% 

DAYS OF EDUCATION 

ATTENDANCE  

Well done  I’m worried  I’m concerned 



Did you know? 

90% attendance is  

equivalent to  

missing 100  

hour long lessons.  

If you take your child 

on a 2 week holiday in 

term time, attendance 

for the year immediate-

ly drops to 95%.  

90% attendance means 1/2 a 
days absence each week; 4 
weeks over the year & half a 
years absence over 5 years!  

Poor attendance is 

sometimes due to a 

child being unhappy at 

school….Ask them 

about it!!  

Research shows that pupils 

who attend school regularly 

are more likely to do  

well in the future.  

Every half-day absence from school has to be  
classified by the school as either AUTHORISED or 
UNAUTHORISED. This is why information about the 
cause of any absence is always required.  
 
Authorised absences are mornings or afternoons 
away from school for a good reason like illness,  
medical/dental appointments which unavoidably fall 
in school time, emergencies or other unavoidable 
cause.  
 
Unauthorised absences are those which the school 
does not consider reasonable and for which no 'leave' 
has been given. This type of absence can lead to the 

Authority using sanctions and/or legal proceedings.  

We Expect  
Regular  

Attendance  

The best attendees 
receive the  
best results 

         PUNCTUALITY  

School data shows a link between poor  
attendance & under-achievement  

                    
 

Poor punctuality or leaving before the end  
of the school day is not acceptable.  

 

Pupils who arrive late and/or leave  
early also disrupt lessons, which can be  

embarrassing for the child and can in turn,  
encourage absence. It is also extremely  

disruptive for the rest of their class.  
 
 

School starts at 8:30 am. Doors close at 8:45 am.  

POLICY & PROCEDURE 

 Pupil attendance will be closely monitored. The Head 

teacher,  Deputy Headteacher and Attendance Officer 

will check pupil attendance percentages regularly         

to see if action is required 

 First Response calls will be made daily if a                   

child does not attend school. 

 Ensuring your child’s regular attendance at school is 

your legal responsibility.  

 Classes are encouraged to compete for the best      

attendance in a weekly Attendance  Certificate and the 

Giraffe which stays in their classroom for the week. The 

winning class are rewarded with a treat.  

 If attendance drops to 90% pupils are identified as 

‘Persistent Absentees’(PA). A formal letter will be is-

sued to parents/carers about their child’s attendance 

record. 

 A pupil becomes a ‘persistent absentee’ when they 

miss 10% or more schooling across the school year for 

whatever reason. 

 All PA cases are also automatically made known to the 

Local Authority Attendance Team. PA cases will be 

closely monitored to see if further action is required. 

 The Headteacher and Missing Children in Education can 

use sanctions such as Penalty Notices or prosecutions 

in the Magistrates Court. 

 Taking leave in term time will affect your child’s   

schooling as much as any other absence and we      

expect  parents to help us by not taking  children away 

in school time.    

As a school we place a very high  

priority on good attendance.  


