
 

 

 
11th November 2020 
 
COVID CATCH UP FOR PUPILS 
 
Dear Parents/Carers,  
 
Prior to Parent/Carers consultations, I wanted to take the opportunity to write to you about the 
levels your child is working at in the different subjects.  I am very aware that after such a long period 
of school closure, the teachers reporting this information to you during your parent consultation 
may feel overwhelming.   
 
I hope by sharing some information about attainment levels in our school, you will feel reassured 
should you receive the news that your child is below expectations at this early point. If you are 
feeling worried and anxious about this, please understand that up and down the country this is to be 
expected. After investigation, I am reassured that our data is comparable with other schools.  
 
Unsurprisingly, we have less children that are either at or above age related expectations than we 
usually have. Approximately, half of our pupils are at age related expectations in Reading and 
approximately a third of pupils are at age related for Writing and Maths. Our recovery curriculum 
that we put in place this September, will ensure that children have the best opportunity to make the 
progress and attainment they need by Summer 2021 
 
Over the half term, the Class teachers have finalised their assessments of where all children are in 
terms of age related expectations. Despite lockdown disrupting education, the government are still 
expecting children to be at age related expectations by the end of July 2021 but there is an 
understanding that children may not be at age related at this point in time due to missed learning. 
Teachers are working hard every day to ensure that this is achieved. At your parent consultation, 
you will find out if your child is working: below, expected or above in reading, writing and maths. 

 
For EYFS this will be in communication and language, physical development, personal, social 
emotional development, literacy and maths.  
 
Our assessments show that every child in the school has made progress since September – we are so 
proud of each and every one of them! Thank you for keeping the learning going at home during 
lockdown: it really helped to keep your child ‘ready to learn’ and on track to succeed by the end of 
the year.  
 
Last week myself and the Senior Leadership Team held meetings with all classteachers to have a 
pupil progress meeting for each class. Here we discuss all pupils and ensure that we have catch up 



 

 

plans in place. The government have provided some extra money for us to use to support our plans. 
Here is a list of provision that is currently in place to ensure the wellbeing of children is a priority 
and to support them to make rapid progress: 
 

• Additional teachers are in place for certain year groups. 

• A recovery curriculum in place – the teachers cater for all levels of learning in every lesson. This 
includes covering learning objectives from last year (which may have been missed), their current 
year group learning objectives and the learning objectives for next year for the children who need a 
further challenge.  

• Teachers are constantly assessing the children through questions and observations, allowing 
them to quickly identify any gaps in learning. 

• Any gaps in learning are then being addressed in 1: 1 learning sessions in the afternoon with 
Higher Level Teaching Assistants or Teaching Assistants.   

• Catch up tuition after school is now in place and led by class teachers (for invited students). 
Children in the groups may choose as the year goes on.  

• We have invested in more reading books to take home. Younger children who are learning phonic 
skills will then get two books for reading - one phonics book and one book to practice fluency. More 
information will follow.  

• Wellbeing interventions for groups and individuals are in place for children that need support.  

• Home Learning – this is set up and ready to go if a bubble closes. When the bubble had to close in 
Year 3, the feedback from parents was very positive. 

• Blended learning – teachers have started posting videos on Dojo to explain how we teach certain 
concepts in class. We have started with Maths as we know this is taught very differently now to how 
it was when we were at school. This is a way to help parents be able to support children more with 
their learning and allows opportunities for parents to practice skills learnt at school. 

• Year 1 and 4 can enter school between 8:30am-8:40am and Year 5 and 6 between 8:40am-
8:50am.  All teaching staff are ready in the classrooms from these times to work with children to 
catch children up with their learning or move children on. Therefore, please aim to arrive during the 
stated times.   
 
If you have any queries about your child’s attainment and progress, please discuss these with your 
child’s class teacher at your zoom parent consultation. I thank you all for your continued support 
and for working so well in partnership with us, both during lockdown and since we have returned.  
 
Yours sincerely, 

 
 
 

Catherine Stalham 
Headteacher 


