
 

 

16th March 2020 
 
Dear Parents /Carers, 
 
General Update: 
You will be aware from the government announcements last week, we have moved from the 
‘Contain Phase’ to the ‘Delay Phase’ of the Covid-19 /Coronavirus strategy.   I have placed 
the latest guidance about these phases on our school website on Friday 13th March. 
 
The guidance means that adults and children are required to self-isolate for 7 days if they 
display any mild symptoms of the virus. 
 
We have had no known cases of the Covid-19 virus within our community but we are taking 
precautions as outlined by the government and Public Health England in their recent 
announcements.   
 
I will update you if there is any further information I need to share. 
 
In line with the new guidance if your child is displaying mild Covid-19 like symptoms they 
should remain at home for at least 7 days. These are; a continuous cough and or high 
temperature. Further information can be found here 
https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/coronavirus-covid-19/ . Please inform the school as soon as 
possible that you are isolating your child, if after 7 days they are no longer displaying 
symptoms they can return to school. Likewise, if we are concerned about a child’s health in 
school we will contact their parents immediately. Guidance currently states that siblings of 
children that are self-isolating are able to attend school as usual. 
 
 
Winter Garden Academy Updates 
To ensure things stay as normal as possible for our children at this time, we are trying to keep 
day to day routines the same wherever we possibly can. However, as a school we are taking 
a few precautionary measures. We have decided to reduce the amount of visitors into the 
school (those that will not impact greatly on the children’s education or health) and reduce the 
amount of large gatherings e.g. whole school assemblies. We have also had communication 
from other organisations who are taking similar precautions and this will impact our children. 
As a result, please be aware of the following: 
 

 There will be NO WELCOME TIME for Preschool and Reception parents and carers. 

Please drop the children at the main classroom doors. We will prepare the children 

for this and please could you at home, as we are aware that the change may be a 

little distressing for some children. 

 There will be NO SPORTING EVENTS (competitions, events, league games) which have 

been organised by The Deanes Sports Partnership. These are all cancelled.  

 All clubs, including those provided by The Deanes will go ahead as normal.  

 Swimming for Year 5 will go ahead as normal. Advice is that due to the virus not 

surviving in high levels of chlorine, it is safe to continue swimming. Staff will be vigilant 

with children about washing and drying afterwards.   

https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/coronavirus-covid-19/


 

 

 The organisers of the Infant Music Festival have informed us that it is going ahead at 

this time.  

 The Year 2 Florence Nightingale Day will still be going ahead.  

 
If any of the above changes I will inform you as soon as is possible.  
 
Currently the advice is not to close schools. We are putting together plans to ensure you can 
access learning activities at home, if the guidance does change and the school is told to close. 
Please could you fill in the slip below and return to school as soon as possible, to allow us to 
know who does not have access to online learning, which will be the main way learning will be 
set each day.  
 
Please keep yourself up to date with the guidance and I will continue to inform you as soon as 
we have any updates or additional advice from the government or Public Health England. In 
case you are unable to access the internet, we will keep a copy of the latest guidance and our 
latest newsletter at our front reception, please ask the office if you have any queries.  
 
Thank you for your continued support and understanding during these difficult times.  
 
Yours sincerely 
 
 
Mrs C Stalham 
Headteacher 
 

Online Learning 
 
If the school were to close my child does not have access to online learning (please tick the 
box if applicable) 
 
If the school were to close my child does have access to online learning (please tick the box if 
applicable)  
 
 
Child’s name ………………………………………………Class……………………………… 
 
Signature of parent/carer ……………………………………………………………………… 
 
Date ……………………………………………………………… 
 


