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Spring 1 – 2018 
We hope you all have a lovely Christmas. Our topics 

next term will be ‘Exploring China’ and then ‘The 

secret life of plants and animals’. During our topic 

‘Exploring China’ we will be focussing on Geography and 

looking at the main differences between there and 

here. We will be looking at cultural differences and 

even tasting some Chinese food. We will also be 

crafting lanterns and creating our very own dragon 

dance during PE. This topic will run up until February 

half term. 

During our ‘The secret life of plants and animals’ we 

will be focussing on science, looking at and categorising 

both plants and animals. During this topic we will be 

taking a trip to explore animals in more detail (letter 

to follow). We will also be looking at the text ‘Jack and 

the beanstalk’ during this topic and looking at the 

features of traditional tales.  
 

RWI: We will be continuing with our RWI phonics and 

reading programme. 

In addition to RWI reading, each child will be in a 

reciprocal reading group where they will read with an 

adult once a week. Your child will receive a comment 

from an adult at least once a week.  
 

Children will have additional grammar and handwriting 

lessons. Children will use vocabulary including nouns, 

verbs, adjectives, conjunctions, time conjunctions and 

adverbs. Alongside this children will learn to use a 

range of vocabulary including; finger spaces, full stops, 

capital letters, exclamation marks and question marks.  
 

Maths: During this term we will be covering:  

 Time- telling the time to O’clock and half past, 

measuring and recording time,  

 Place Value- looking at how numbers are made 

up of tens and ones. (partitioning) 

 Addition and Subtraction- adding and taking 

two digit numbers and applying skills to 

worded problems. 

 Measurement- using the appropriate 

vocabulary to compare and measure length and 

height. 

 Multiplication and Division- the children will 

learn to use arrays and repeated addition to 

work out multiplication questions and will be 

learning to share between groups in order to 

divide. 

 Fractions: the children will be learning to ½ 

and ¼ of a shape and amount. 

We will also continue to work on counting forward and 

backwards, to and across 100. Counting in 2’s, 5’s and 

10’s. Looking at number formation and number bonds.  
 

Purple Mash/ DB Primary: After Christmas break the 

children will receive their personal logins for both DB 

Primary and Purple Mash. The children will begin to 

work on this software in school so will become familiar 

with it. The children will be set and or be able to 

access different activities that include ICT, Maths 

and some English based activities.  
 

PE: Our PE slot has changed and will now be on a 

Monday, outside weather permitting.  Please ensure 

children have their full PE kit which consists of 

plimsolls, shorts, trousers, T-shirt and a jumper. 

Please ensure this is in school every day. Children with 

medium-long hair must be tied back. Earrings need to 

be removed on the days of PE otherwise they are 

unable to take part. 
 

PSHE: This terms celebration assemblies will be based 

on the children showing pride in their learning and 

appearance. Our PSHE topic this term will be ‘how to 

be a good friend’. During this topic we will discuss 

what friendship means and how to maintain 

friendships; we will be looking at how friendships can 

be difficult at times and beginning to look at conflict 

management. We would like this to also be encouraged 

at home and be shared in school through our WOW 

moments! We look forward to hearing about the goals 

that you have been achieving! 
 

HOMEWORK 

As previously, children will be using their purple 

homework book where their sheets will be stuck in 

and, when appropriate, to be completed on the next 

page. Homework will continue to be given out on a 

Wednesday and returned on a Monday.  The children 

will receive alternating maths and English work which 

either reinforces what has been learnt in class or 

designed to pre teach children in preparation for 

future lessons.  

A great site to use at any time is  

http://www.woodlands-junior.kent.sch.uk 

http://www.phonicsplay.co.uk/index.htm 

www.ictgames.co.uk 

www.splat.co.uk 

 

REMINDER:  

Please ensure children always have their book 

bags/wallets in school with their reading diary inside. 

This way comments can be written in their diary 

which can help you to support your child at home, 

showing their next steps. Children are expected to 

read a minimum of three times a week with an adult 

at home to maximise their development. Please 

always sign/comment when your child has read so 

we can monitor and reward when necessary. 

 

 

If you have any concerns or queries please do not 

hesitate to come and ask. 

Miss Hammersley and Miss Everingham 
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