
 

 

22nd September 2020 
 

Dear Parents/Carers, 
 
During the Summer Holidays we had the upsetting news that Mia Horne, a much loved pupil 
that used to attend Winter Gardens Academy, lost her on-going battle with Cancer. I know 
that this news saddened the whole community and Mia has left an imprint in all of our 
hearts. 
 
Mia embodied the values of Winter Gardens Academy. She persevered despite challenges 
and was resilient beyond belief. Mia lit up our school. She was full of laughter, happiness 
and positivity. She was caring and compassionate, and was loved greatly by children, parents 
and staff. Mia will never be forgotten.       
 
Over this term, we will be taking part in events to celebrate Mia’s life. On Friday 25th 
September, a couple of days before her birthday, the children will watch a filmed assembly 
which will teach the children all about Mia and her life. The children will see photographs of 
Mia and a video of her taking part in a ‘Sighted Guide’ race on her last Sports day at Winter 
Gardens Academy.  
 
Mia crossing the finishing line in this race was a very special and touching moment for the 
whole school community. Therefore, we would like to celebrate Mia’s perseverance by 
asking the children in school to take part in a sponsored ‘Sighted Guide’ race (one child will 
be blindfolded and another child will support them to run). Through this event, we will raise 
awareness of Visual Impairment in children and also raise money for the Indee Rose Trust, a 
charity founded on the Island and one which supported Mia and her family throughout. 
Sponsor forms will be sent out on Friday 25th September and the races will be held in the 
week of the 2nd November 2020. Sponsor forms and money should be returned on the week 
beginning 9th November 2020. 
 
Mia loved many things in life, princesses and Olly Murs to name a couple! However, she also 
loved rainbows. Therefore, to celebrate Mia’s hope and positivity, children and staff will be 
releasing biodegradable rainbow-coloured balloons on Monday 28th September, in her 
memory. Her secondary school, Cornelius Vermuyden, will also be holding a similar event, to 
join together in our thoughts for Mia.  
 
Thank you in advance for your support and I look forward to sharing news of our fundraising 
success. 
 
Yours sincerely 

 
 

Catherine Stalham 
Headteacher 


