
 

 

6th July 2020 
 
Dear Parents/Carers, 
 
We hope you are all safe and well. 
 
We have been posting regular updates on Class Dojo for you and your children regarding 
their start at school in September. I wrote on Friday that we have now had government 
guidance published to enable us to make plans for September. As a result, I am pleased to 
say that we can now inform you what September will look like for you and your child. 
Unfortunately, some of the usual transition activities have not been able to happen due to 
COVID – 19 and government guidance. Therefore, we will be transitioning your children into 
school over the first weeks of September and we are so excited to get them started!  
 
As I have said to all our current parents, we understand that this will create a mixture of 
feelings for many of you. Some will be grateful to be back to some kind of normality and for 
their child to start school. For others, this will be an anxious time after spending so long at 
home. By writing this letter, I hope we can reassure you that we are working hard to 
implement plans and that the wellbeing and safety of your children will always be our top 
priority.    
 
Visit to School 
In the week of the 7th September you will be offered a day and time in which you can come 
into school with your child for a half an hour visit. This is an opportunity for you and your 
child to meet the teacher and Learning Support Assistant in person, see the 
classroom/outdoor space/toilets etc. and meet the Senior Leaders in the school. It will also 
enable you to ask any personal or specific questions you may have and for us to get to know 
you and your child. Your allocated time will be sent to you via Class Dojo, so please look out 
for this and respond so that we know the information has been received. 
 
Start Date 
From Monday 14th September, we will be transitioning children into school. You will be given 
a date for your child’s first day and from this date, they will be in school full time (9:00am 
until 3:00pm). From the Monday 14th September, each class will have five children starting 
school at a time. Each group of five children will have two days to settle in, giving quality 
time for adults and children to build relationships. From then on another five children will be 
added to each class at a time. This will last two weeks and by Wednesday 23rd September all 
children will be in school full time. Again, we will communicate your child’s start date via 
Class Dojo.  
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

Protective Measures in School 
When the children start school full time, there will still be many protective measures in place 
at school to ensure children and community are kept safe. Many of you may have read this 
in the letter on Whole School Dojo, but I include them in this letter just in case 

Returning to 
school 

 All children (including those that are clinically vulnerable) are able to return to school unless 
recommended otherwise by a medical professional (please contact the school office if this is 
the case, evidence may be required). 

 Attendance is mandatory from September and the usual rules around this apply (please see 
our attendance policy on the school website). 

 The school will be writing a new risk assessment based on the new guidance and this will be 
published on our website. We will notify you when it has been completed.   

Symptoms/ 
cases of 
COVID 19 

 Anyone with symptoms of COVID-19 will need to self-isolate and not attend school. This is the 
same for anyone who has a member of their household who has symptoms. Please ring the 
office and follow the normal procedure for reporting a child’s absence. 

 We will follow guidance from Public Health England and our local health protection team. 

 The school will engage with NHS Test and Trace procedures.  

Hygiene and 
social 
distancing 

 Enhanced cleaning measures will continue to take place throughout the school. 

 Hand and respiratory hygiene will be encouraged and used at all times (frequent hand 
washing and ‘catch it, kill it, bin it’ approach).   

 Some organisation of the school day will need to change in order to reduce contact between 
staff/children/parents. 

 The one-way system currently in place inside school and through the playground will stay in 
place (please enter through the Hilton Road entrance and exit via the gate near the path to 
the lake). 

 Children will be grouped in their normal classes (their ‘Bubble’) but at some points in the day 
this bubble may extend to their year group, for example lunchtimes. 

 Children are not required to socially distance within the bubbles however we will continue to 
encourage as much distance as is possible between children, desks will be in rows to facilitate 
side to side contact rather than face on. Staff are advised to maintain distance from pupils as 
much as possible.   

 Children in bubbles can share most equipment. Children will have their own individual 
resources for high contact items such as pencils. Any resources shared between bubbles will 
be cleaned in between.  

Curriculum  Schools are required to teach a broad and balanced curriculum in all subjects. The 
government aim is for us all to return to a normal curriculum by summer 2021, this gives us 
time to catch children up on any lost learning during the lockdown. 

 Children’s wellbeing and social and emotional development will be prioritised in September.  

 Whole school assemblies will not take place: these will be carried out in classrooms instead.  

 We will continue to use the outdoor area for learning opportunities and will continue to keep 
windows and doors open where possible.  

Lunches  The kitchen will be fully open and the school will provide hot and cold meals in the normal 
way. The location of where children eat may change for some children in some year groups to 
ensure areas can be cleaned well. 



 

 

What to 
wear/bring 

 School uniform will be worn as normal and there is no requirement to wash uniform daily. 

 Children may bring in a school bag with a water bottle, sun cream, coat etc. however should 
not bring in any unnecessary items such as toys. They will need to bring in a PE bag as normal 
but no physical contact sport will take place.  

Breakfast 
clubs/After 
school club 

 A survey needs to be completed if you need Willows after school club, Breakfast Club or 
Friday afternoon club (school finishes at 1:25pm every Friday). The link to this survey has 
been sent via whole school dojo. Please contact the school office if you have any problems 
accessing this.  

 We may have after school clubs, but again we will be considering this in line with our risk 
assessment and will inform you when this has been decided.  

Homework/ 
home 
learning 

 Homework will all be online, the children will not take homework sheets home. 

 For anyone isolating we will continue to provide home learning.  

 The risk assessment will include arrangements for local lockdowns including provision of 
home learning if this does occur.  

 
 
We hope that by giving you this information it will prepare you and your child for 
September. We do understand that some of you will be feeling anxious about specific things 
and may have questions for us. Please feel free to contact myself, your child’s teacher or 
Miss Vickers via the school office (telephone or email) or post/message us on Class Dojo. We 
are very happy to answer any questions or talk you through anything that is a particular 
concern.  
 
In the meantime, stay safe and take care. 
 
Yours sincerely, 
 

 
 
 

 
Mrs C Stalham 
Headteacher 
     
 
 
  


