
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

5th March 2021 
Supporting children on their return to school 
 
 
Dear Parents/Carers, 
 
With the reopening of schools just a day or two away, I wanted to take this opportunity to share with you our plan 
for reopening. This is not about the logistics, as outlined in the previous letter to you, this is about how we will 
support children’s wellbeing and academic needs.  
 
On the first day back, we feel that it is important that we all acknowledge what a challenging time we have been 
through. The children will take part in a circle time, a time in which children will have the chance to talk about their 
experiences, celebrate what they are proud of and share their thoughts about returning to school. The teachers will 
be able to identify any concerns and support the children with these. Your child may bring in a small selection of 
work they have completed if they would like to show their teacher. This will be quarantined before being looked at.  
 
After this circle time, we will transition into our normal school timetable (these can be found on our website, home 
learning tab). We believe that the children need to get back to the structure, routine and normality of a school day. 
There will be opportunities to carry out more circle times or look at particular wellbeing issues if they arise, but this 
will work alongside our normal timetable. 
 
We understand that children may be returning at different starting points in each subject. We will ensure that 
teaching is finely tuned and differentiated. This is nothing new for a teacher, lessons are always taught with a range 
of abilities in the class. Lessons are taught by planning a range of skills that are suited to different children’s abilities. 
This means that we can meet all children’s next steps, those that may have missed learning during the Lockdown 
period and also those that have carried out all of the remote learning provided and need to move their learning on 
further.  
 
General plans 

 We will continue to offer a broad and balanced curriculum, all subjects will continue to be taught and the 
National Curriculum for this year will be completed.  

 The yearly curriculum plans will be adapted to ensure children have covered key concepts that may not have 
been able to be taught during remote learning due to the nature of the lesson (for example science 
investigations). 

 Children’s learning will be assessed early on and throughout the rest of the academic year, through 
questioning, work (this can be verbal, practical or written), small group work, 1:1 activities and end of term 
assessments. 

 Finely tuned differentiation of learning objectives in each lesson to ensure each child is working towards 
his/her next steps (as discussed in the last paragraph). 

 Starter activities (before main lesson) will be focused on key skills/concepts that children need to 
consolidate. 

 Early Morning work (work that the children complete on their entry to school) will be handwriting to ensure 
consistently high expectations of presentation and give children a chance to talk to the teachers about any 
worries/concerns they may have. 

 There will be additional teacher time in certain classes. 
 



 

 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Interventions 

 Children may take part in small group work (during lessons) with teachers/Higher Level Teaching Assistants 
or Learning Support Assistants, to consolidate skills or move learning on. 

 Some children will take part in interventions (1:1 or groupwork) in the afternoons to consolidate skills learnt 
in the morning or recap anything they may have missed due to school closure or bubble closure.  

 Some children will be invited to COVID catch up tuition with the teachers. Children will be selected before 
the Easter holidays and sessions will start after the Easter holidays.  

 
Speech, Communication and Language 

 An area of focus in Nursery and Reception will be ensuring children’s speech, communication and Language 
is developing well. This will be through specific support being given to some children in the form of the NELI 
program in Reception and the Welcom program in Nursery, both of these are government endorsed 
programs which improve children’s communication skills.  

 
Reading 

 Teachers will read with every child in the first week and a levelled book will be given to them (two books in 
Reception, Year 1 and 2 – one will be specifically phonically plausible). The children will not move down book 
bands – they may stay on the same band or move up.   

 All children in Reception, Year 1 and Year 2 will take part in a phonics activity in week 1 to assess their 
knowledge of sounds. This completed assessment will be posted on your child’s dojo portfolio for you to see 
and understand their next steps.  

 All children in Reception, Year 1 and Year 2 will have an additional phonics teaching session each day.  
 
Writing  

 Stamina will be a focus on our return to school along with ensuring presentation is of a good quality.  

 Spellings will continue in the same way prior to lockdown.  
 
Maths 

 Adaptations will made to the Maths Curriculum to ensure the number skills learnt during remote learning 
are embedded.  

 There will be an extra daily mental Maths session each day.  
 
Wellbeing 

 Teachers will plan for circle times (allocated time of up to 30 minutes for children to share 
ideas/thoughts/worries) throughout the next three weeks if children in the class are struggling with a 
particular situation or showing a concern. These will only occur if there is the need in the class.  

 Our Wellbeing Managers, Mr Fieldstead and Miss Fretwell will regularly drop into classes to support any 
children with their wellbeing and mental health. Miss Fretwell and Mr Fieldstead will identify any children 
who may benefit from Drawing and Talking (a more informal version of counselling) and formal counselling.  

 Senior Leaders will regularly drop in to classes and be on the playground each morning and home time. 

 There will be a worry monster in each class – children can write down any worry they may have and this can 
but put anonymously into the worry monsters mouth for the teacher to read and decide on next steps.  

 Wednesday’s assembly led by Mrs Fynn will focus on Wellbeing and Monday’s assembly with Mr MacDonald 
will be a fitness focus.  

 



 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Class Dojo  

 Class Dojo will still be a method for communication with your child’s class teacher. They are the first point of 
call if you have a question or concern about your child.  If they are unable to answer your query, they will 
then pass your message onto the phase leader who will be in touch. Please call the office if you have a more 
general query, regarding for example attendance or clubs and do not send any urgent 
messages/absence/change of collection details during the school day as they may not be read.  

 Now that everyone is set up on Class Dojo and all children have a portfolio, we have plans to use this to 
support home school communication for your child’s learning. More information will follow in the next few 
weeks regarding our blended learning approach. 

 
 
A further letter will be sent to parents of children in Year 6 before Easter to give information about transition to 
secondary school, as I understand this is an area of concern to many of you.  
 
I hope this letter helps to give you an idea of how school will meet your child’s needs as school reopens to all 
children. Please know that we will do all that we can to ensure every child is safe, happy and learning.   
 
 
As always, your support is greatly valued and appreciated. Take care.  
 

 
 
 

 
 
Mrs C Stalham 
Headteacher 


