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TOPIC 

 

Year 5 topic this half term is The Mayans – we will be 

looking at the history of the Maya, where they 

inhabited, their culture and their traditions. Parents 

will get an opportunity to come into school and see all 

of the lovely work that the children have produced 

over the next few weeks. Next half term, our topic 

will be ‘It’s all change’, which is all about how different 

changes affect our everyday lives. The children will be 

learning about pollution, deforestation, reversible and 

irreversible changes and making comparisons between 

the UK now and in different periods in time.   

 

SIGNIFICANT LEARNING 

 

We will continue to do ‘significant learning’, which 

means English and topic subjects will all be completed 

in one book, called a Learning Journey. The children 

have responded positively to this change, as it allows 

them to incorporate all of the knowledge and facts 

that they have learnt in topic subjects (cross-

curricular links) into their writing.   

 

READING 

 

During daily reciprocal reading, children read in 

different groups and each have a role within their 

groups (which change weekly). Each week, every group 

will have a different focus and over the next term, 

the children will be developing skills such as inference, 

predicting, summarising, using questioning to develop 

their understanding and identifying key information in 

a large text.  

 

SPELLINGS 

 

Children will continue with daily Read Write Inc 

Spellings. We do not use small blue spelling books 

anymore; the children are tested on their spellings 

every Monday and get given their new spellings on the 

same day. Please ensure that children have their 

reading diaries in school every day. It would be much 

appreciated if parents could support the children in 

learning their weekly spellings.  

 

MATHS 

 

Over the next term, we will be focusing on perimeter 

and area; fractions and decimals and percentages.   

 

 

 

PE 

 

PE will be on a Tuesday and Thursday (Tuesday for 

swimming and Thursday for outdoor PE). Please ensure 

children have their full PE kit, which consists of 

plimsolls, shorts, trousers and a T-shirt, in school 

every day. Children with medium-long hair must be 

tied back. Earrings need to be removed on this day 

otherwise they will be unable to take part. 

 

 

                                   

HOMEWORK 

 

We will continue to use the purple homework book 

where their sheets will be stuck in and completed on 

the next page. Homework will continue to be given out 

on a Wednesday and returned on a Monday. There will 

be a homework club which is explained in the club 

letter.  

 

 

REMINDER 

 

Children are expected to read a minimum of three 

times a week with an adult at home to maximise their 

development. Please always sign/comment when your 

child has read so we can monitor and reward when 

necessary. It is also important that children are 

practising their spellings and times tables at home, as 

they will be assessed on these regularly in school.  

 

HOMEWORK HELP 

A great site to use at any time is  

http://www.woodlands-junior.kent.sch.uk 

http://www.phonicsplay.co.uk/index.htm 

www.ictgames.co.uk 

www.splat.co.uk 

www.topmarks.co.uk 

 

At 8:30 am children will be working on their 

Literacy/Maths learning and next steps, therefore we 

would ask that your child arrives at school promptly. 

 

If you have any concerns or queries, please do not 

hesitate to come and ask. 

 

Miss Lake and Mrs Lawrence   
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