
 

 

 

 

 

Year 3 
Spring 2 Significant Learning = Let there be light – how do we 

see? 

Key Concepts Key Facts Key Vocabulary 
 

• Look at light as a form of energy. 

• Identify the different sources of light. 

• Understand that not all things produce 
light, but may reflect it instead. 

• Understand how light travels and at 
what speed. 

• Investigate that light can travel 
through some materials but not 
others. 

• Understand how shadows are formed 
and what materials make the best 
shadows. 

• Appreciate that some forms of light 
can be dangerous 
and identify ways to 
stay safe.  
 

• Light is a form of energy. 

• There are many different 
sources of light and 
these can be categorised 
into two groups. 

• Light travels in straight 
lines. 

• Some materials can 
block light completely 
and others let light 
through. 

• Light, dark 

• Reflection, refraction 

• Mirror, energy 

• Infrared 

• Sources, spectrum, waves 

• Gamma waves 

• Magnification 

• Opaque, translucent, 
transparent 

• photosynthesis, retina 

• Senses 

• Sight 

• Wavelength 

• Ultraviolet 

• Visible spectrum 
  

Key Figure/Places Reading and Writing Links  
 

             
Christiaan Huygens (1629-1695) was a dutch 
mathematician, physicist and astronomer who 
formulated the wave theory of light.  He also 
discovered the pendulum clock. 
 
Sir Isaac Newton.  In 1704 Newton proposed a 
different take, one describing light as 
corpuscles, or particles.  After all light travels in 
straight lines and bounces off a mirror much 
like a ball bounces off a wall.  

• Explanation text  (Key Text = Science in a 
flash light) 

• Non chronological report (Key Text = Sam 
Wu is not afraid of the dark) 
 

Grammar and Punctuation  

• capital letters/full stops 

• Question mark 

• Sentence openings 

• Conjunctions 

• Subordinating conjunctions 

• Main and subordinate clauses  

• vowels 

• consonants 

• Rhetorical Questions 

• Present / past tense. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


