
 

 

Title: Anglo-Saxon Boy 

Opening 

MC goes on a journey 

Speech “ “ 

! sentences 

Subordinating conjunctions  

In May 1065, in Sussex (land of the Saxons), Magnus lived with his mother and his 

father, the Earl of Godwinson. England was not all that it seemed. “Magnus!” bellowed 

the Earl. “As my son, it's time for you to take on some more responsibilities, you must 

spy on your Uncle Tostig and report back to me!” he demanded.  Rumours were 

spreading that Northumbria, which was ruled by Uncle Tostig, was collapsing. This 

would be a disaster for the country as it would allow the Scots to invade! It was 

important for Magnus to get information back to his father because he was soon the 

new king of England. 

Build up 

Something small goes 

wrong 

Fronted adverbials, 

Expanded noun phrases 

Coordinating conjunctions 

Meanwhile, the last remaining Viking family was plotting evil plans. Edwin of Mercia 

and his brother, Morcar, were planning revenge to take over Northumbria. As Magnus 

was visiting his troubled uncle, he overheard the malicious brothers’ plans to destroy 

the Earldom. “I must tell my father their cunning plan as quickly as possible!” panicked 

Magnus. He fled home to inform his father of the shocking news. Unfortunately, the 

wicked brothers, Edwin and Morcar, had already made their vicious attack on the 

Earldom and the fall of Tostig had begun! Frightened of what might have happened 

next, Tostig’s defeated soldiers were forced to join Edwin’s army. 

Problem 

Something worse happens 

and something even worse 

happens 

Fronted adverbials,  

Expanded noun phrases 

! sentences 

Subordinating conjunctions 

used in a clause 

 

After hearing the tragic news of poor Tostig’s defeat,  Magnus and his father dashed 

to his side for support. However, on their way, the Earl received some terrible news 

that he had to pass urgently on to his brother… the King had sent Tostig to exile! 

Frantic with worry, Tostig searched and pleaded with other kingdoms for help but 

failed to gather an army to fight back. Regrettably, the battle commenced and ended 

with the downfall of Northumbria and the death of Tostig. Magnus was devastated to 

hear the news of his uncle and the loss of the precious Earldom. After the victory, 

the venomous armies were called back from Northumbria to protect their own 

defenceless homes! Unexpectedly, the Normans were fast approaching the borders of 

England to overthrow the Saxons.  

Resolution 

Obstacles are overcome 

Fronted adverbials 

Adjectives/ expanded noun 

phrases 

! sentences 

Coordinating conjunctions 

In the blink of an eye, the battle of Hastings had started a war between the rotten, 

conniving Normans and the ghastly, ruthless Saxons. What a fierce battle this turned 

out to be! The horrendous battle went on for a long time. All of a sudden, the Normans 

had come up with a cunning plan… they were going to trick the Saxons into thinking 

they had won and then give a surprising attack! The naive Saxons took the bait, which 

led to the Normans winning the war! After being knocked off his horse, Magnus awoke 

to hear the battle had been lost and his brave father had died. The last remaining 

Saxons looked at Magnus for guidance and Magnus looked on in worry. He now had to 

take his father’s place.   

Ending 

MC gets there in the end.  

Fronted adverbials,  

“ “ speech 

 

As Magnus was feeling the pressure, the Saxons were concerned for their future. The 

scared young boy turned to the advice of his mother. “I’m not ready to lead the Saxon 

people,” he wailed. His mother looked at him and could see the concern in his eyes. She 

gave Magnus her blessing to leave the Saxon people and to build his own life, free 

from the responsibilities. Magnus was relieved by this suggestion and galloped off into 

the sunset with his horse.  

 


