
Meet the Ancient Egyptians – A non-chronological report 
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Ancient Egypt was one of the greatest civilisations in the history of the world. 
It lasted from 3200 BC to 30 BC (more than 3,000 years).  In modern times, 
Egypt, located in North Africa, is a popular tourist destination, attracting over 
13 million tourists a year due to its great historical background. The river Nile, 
stretching 6,693km across North Africa, creates fertile land along its banks. 
Due to its fertility, Ancient Egypt was able to thrive and today, much of the 
population still live along it.  
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Hieroglyphics 
The Ancient Egyptians created one of the earliest known writing systems. The 
symbols they used were called hieroglyphics, a mixture of pictures and 
symbols.  Inside the infamous pyramids, hieroglyphics, largely used to tell 
stories about the pharaohs, cover the walls. As a result of these highly 
detailed images, we have been able to interpret life in Ancient Egypt.   
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Pharaohs  
A pharaoh was a King who ruled over Egypt. He or she was also the chief 
priest therefore, they were incredibly busy.  A pharaoh could be recognised 
by the symbols that they wore, such as a cobra or vulture on their crown and 
a beard (female pharaohs wore false beards).  Perhaps one of the most 
famous pharaohs was Tutankhamen, who ruled from the age of nine.  
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Pyramids 
Deep inside the impressive pyramids, Ancient Egyptian pharaohs were 
buried. Egyptians believed in the afterlife and living for eternity, so the bodies 
were preserved in a process called ‘mummification’.  Often, pharaohs also 
had gifts, food and treasure buried alongside them ready for the afterlife. 
Unbelievably, there was also a false door painted on the walls so the dead 
person’s spirit could come and go.  
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Alexander the Great 
In 332 BC, Alexander the Great invaded Egypt from Ancient Greece and he 
became known as one of the greatest military commanders in history. In 
Egypt, he founded a new capital city called Alexandria and the Greeks ruled 
Egypt for an impressive 300 years until the Ancient Romans took control in   
30 BC.  
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Due to the discovery of Tutankhamen’s tomb by Howard Carter, an American 
archaeologist, we have been able to learn more about life in Ancient Egypt. 
Tutankhamen’s famous sarcophagus is now displayed in the Cairo Museum 
for the world to see.  

 

 


