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HEASTON ON THE RUN 

By Bjorn Ragnarson, Special 

Correspondent. 

A Saxon army has liberated Beamfleot 

from the Danes.  

It is believed that approximately 200 Viking 

ships were once moored at Beamfleot, 

which is known for the easy access it 

provides to Lundenwic via the River 

Tamyse. The settlement had been in place 

for over a year, and was run by Heaston the 

Black. In the weeks leading up to the final 

battle at Beamfleot, Heaston had been 

beaten back to his camp by King Alfred of 

Wessex’s army.  

The Saxon army, led by King Alfred’s son 

Edward and son in law Ethelfled, was not a 

large one. Due to heavy fighting elsewhere, 

the Saxon army had been split and the 

fighters heading for Beamfleot consisted 

mostly of merchant’s sons and noblemen 

from Lundenwic. One such nobleman was 

quoted as saying ‘I am ready to rid our 

country of the pagan scum’.  

The distance from Lundenwic to Beamflote 

is around 30 miles, but the Saxon army did 

not use the open road – the attack was to be 

a surprise – rather, they split into 2 smaller 

forces and pushed their way through dense 

forest and marshland. 

On the day of the battle, Heaston, who was 

unaware of the coming Saxon army, had left 

the camp to raid and forage (rumour says 

that resources were in short supply at the 

camp).  
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AN ARTIST’S IMPRESSION OF ALFRED’S VICTORIOUS ARMY. 

 

  

 

 

 

 
Page 1 

 

  

VIKING DEFEAT AT BEAMFLEOT 

Only 80 ships remained at his disposal, 

after many of his kin moved on to raid 

further up the coast. Eventually, word that 

a Saxon army was nearby reached him, 

and he doubled back to the settlement. 

However, he was too late. 

CAMP WAS LEFT 

UNDEFENDED. 

The army, which was made up of people 

faithful to Alfred the Great, attacked from 

the hills above the Viking settlement, 

giving them an advantage in battle. This 

advantage was further strengthened when 

the Saxons realised that only a few fighting 

men were left to defend the camp, while 

most were raiding and pillaging elsewhere. 

Before the Vikings knew what was 

happening, the Saxon army had stormed 

the fort.  

Helga, a Viking shieldmaiden, stated, 

“The army came from nowhere, we had 

no idea that we were under attack until it 

was too late!” 

 

The Saxons set about burning the 

remaining ships, killing warriors and 

capturing women and children. 

Among those captured were Heaston’s 

wife and children. He is reportedly 

‘seething with anger’, according to a 

source close to him, and ‘desperate to 

retrieve his family’.  

In a speech delivered on the steps of the 

great hall in Lundenwic, King Alfred 

promised the safe return of Heaston’s 

family if he agreed to live in peace. King 

Alfred has also made himself godfather to 

Heaston’s two sons, demonstrating his 

commitment to peace and unity.  

 “I AM COMMITTED TO PEACE, 

AND TO THE UNITING OF THE 

WHOLE OF ENGLAND AS ONE 

AGAINST THE PAGANS.” 

-KING ALFRED 

More detail to follow. 

  

“GOD IS ON OUR 

SIDE!” 
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WHY IS 

BEAMFLEOT SO 

IMPORTANT?  

FIND OUT MORE ABOUT 

THE MARSHLANDS 
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WHO IS 

HEASTON THE 

BLACK? 

HOW DID HE LOSE 

BEAMFLEOT? 

PAGE 4 

 







 


