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Deep in the heart of the jungle, there lived an ancient civilisation called the Maya. The Maya 
grew many crops including, trees full of fruit; maize, a type of corn; beans for protein; and 
sweet potatoes. A king named Kukulkan, who was also a god, gave these crops to them. He 
carried the seeds all the way to Earth from his home in paradise (although he loved the 
Mayan people so much, he spent most of his time on Earth). Kukulkan wanted the Mayan 
people to have their own paradise on Earth. He taught them how to grow and harvest the 
crops, and create delicious meals.   
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Kukulkan gave the Maya everything they needed for a happy life. He gave them books to 
read; a calendar to keep track of the seasons; and music to dance to. In return, the Mayan 
people created a humungous, stone pyramid temple, which Kukulkan lived in while he was on 
Earth. During the day, the Maya harvested their crops, danced and sang. However, every 
happy story has a dark side too. Kukulkan had a twin brother – Night Jaguar – he too was a 
god from paradise. While his brother was warm and friendly, Night Jaguar was cool and 
fearsome. While the Maya slept in their homes, he protected the city. He did not believe that 
the Maya deserved everything his brother gave them. He believed that the gods should keep 
their treasures for themselves. He comforted himself with the knowledge that the Maya 
wouldn’t ever have the god’s favourite food – chocolate.  
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When dawn arrived, Kukulkan woke to the gifts of his hardworking people, and he knew that 
the Maya deserved something very special in return. He knew that he must return to 
paradise for this incredible gift. This quest would not be easy (he knew that Night Jaguar 
would not be happy), so he snuck away while his brother was sleeping. He spread his mighty, 
colourful wings and flew off to paradise. He arrived just in time to see the other gods, who 
were his family, having a feast. There were over one hundred of them, and they all welcomed 
him warmly. The gods were feasting on chocolate, which was the finest treasure they had, 
and was not to be shared with the Maya.  
Kukulkan cleared his throat to speak. 
“The Maya deserve a special gift. I want to bring them a chocolate tree.” He stated boldly.  
The other gods were in uproar – they should not ever share their finest treasure! 
While the other gods argued, Kukulkan snuck out to the gardens, which was full of cacao 
trees. He had a plan. He waited for all of the other gods to shuffle off to bed, and then found 
a small cacao tree. He snatched the whole tree up (including the roots), and looked around to 
make sure that he hadn’t been seen. He raced through the dark, mysterious gardens and 
soared back to Earth on the morning star. 
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Night Jaguar hid in the shadows at the top of the pyramid. He knew his brother, who was far 
too generous, had returned from paradise and he was suspicious. Kukulkan summoned the 
Mayan people. He held the cacao tree up above his glistening, feathered head.  
“This is a cacao tree. The beans make the most delicious treat you could ever imagine! I will 
show you how!” 
Kukulkan heard a snarl from the shadows of the temple. He ran to make peace with his 
brother, but he had already leaped away into the dense, green jungle. Kukulkan knew that his 
brother had gone to tell the gods that he had stolen the cacao tree. The sky grew dark, and 
thunder boomed.  
The god’s angry voices roared, “You will never set foot in paradise again!” 
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Consequently, Kukulkan never returned to paradise. He stayed with the Mayan people, who 
learned how to harvest cacao seeds. They grew new trees and with Kukulkan’s guidance, 
created chocolate. Eventually, people all across Earth discovered chocolate, and because of 
this, the world is now a sweeter place. 
The next time you have a sip of warm cocoa; a spoonful of chocolate ice cream; or a bite of a 
fudge brownie, just think about how lucky you are. Give thanks to Kukulkan, who rode the 
morning star from paradise to bring chocolate to the Maya. 



 

 


