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To whom it may concern,  

I am writing to express my concerns about the proposal of a new housing development, which is 

planned to be constructed on Canvey Island, in place of Waterside Farm Leisure Centre. I understand 

that in September 2021, the highly-valued premises will be demolished in preparation for Bellway 

Homes to take ownership of the land.  

My main concern about this development is the removal of the current leisure Centre. This Centre is 

used by all members of the community: swimming lessons are taught by qualified instructors to 

children, both during the school day and after school; young babies are able to socialise with other 

children at mother and toddler groups, which is important for their development; and it is only the 

gym on the island, which is vital to maintaining a positive health and wellbeing within the 

community.  

In addition to this, the amount of additional traffic which will be caused by this development will be 

detrimental to the already busy main road. Due to Canvey Island only being linked by two main 

roads, heavy traffic builds up during peak travel times. By developing a new housing development, 

you will be encouraging more vehicles to travel during these peak times; creating even more traffic. 

This in turn will further increase the pollution in our local area by increasing the number of fumes 

and chemicals being emitted from vehicles on our roads. As I am sure you are aware, children’s 

health is already at risk due to air pollution and we should not be increasing this further.  

My final concern on this matter is that there are simply not enough local schools on Canvey to 

accommodate the amount of families which will be moving into the housing development. Due to 

the government initiatives for first time buyers, many young couples will be looking to purchase 

these houses and begin their family lives together. This will mean that within the next ten years, 

there will be an increased number of children requiring primary school places which will not be 

available to them due to the fact that our local schools are already oversubscribed.  

I appreciate you taking the time to read my letter and I hope that you appreciate my cause for 

concern. I look forward to hearing your response in the coming weeks.  

Yours faithfully,  

 

 

Sarah Jacobs 

Sarah Jacobs  

14 Hilton Road  

Canvey Island  

Essex  

SS8 9QP  

Bellway Homes  
6 Almondvale Business Park 

Almondvale Way 

Livingston 

West Lothian 

EH54 6GA 
 


