
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

13th January 2021 

 
Dear Parent/Carer 
 
Remote Learning Updates 
 
Hello, I hope you are all keeping well and sane!  I have seen quite a few funny videos on social media 
about parents/carers home learning which have given me some light relief, but in all seriousness, it is really 
tough. You are not qualified teachers and we do appreciate this. I just wanted to give you some updates 
and answer a few queries we have had, in order to hopefully make your lives a little easier. We have had 
quite a few comments from parents/carers saying that they are now getting into a bit more of a routine 
with the home learning and giving themselves more realistic expectations of what is achievable for them in 
a day. Again, please, please, be kind to yourself and just do what you can. If you need to prioritise subjects, 
then Reading, Writing and Maths are the core subjects taught in school, but please bear in mind that the 
children often love the other curriculum subjects and these may be useful to break up the Reading, Writing 
and Maths lessons. 
 
Motivation 
Now the novelty of home learning may be wearing off for some children, they may need some extra 
motivation - the teachers will give out as many dojos as they can and please do watch celebration 
assembly every Friday to see who has gained a certificate each week. Perhaps do your own sticker chart at 
home or a reward chart where they earn points towards something they love doing. Sometimes, having to 
focus on the positives of what your child is doing can help us as parents/carers to keep motivated too! 
Please visit https://www.wintergardensacademy.org/home-learning-2/ for our own behaviour chart and 
another example – this is on the home page of the home learning tab, under the section titled ‘Behaviour 
and Reward chart’. Also, if you continue to sign your child’s reading diary if they read a book or anything 
else at home, when they return to school we can provide badges as normal (please only sign it once a day, 
including the weekends).  
 
Archiving work – NEW! 
We can appreciate that parents/carers may feel overwhelmed by all of the work that is on each child’s 
portfolio therefore from Monday, we will ‘archive’ the work from the previous week. This means that you 
will not be able to access it and it will not show on the portfolio. Only the current week’s work will be 
shown. Even if you have not completed something from the week before, that’s fine, just leave it and 
concentrate on the next week, don’t worry about not being up to date. If you really would like to access a 
video from a previous week, just message the teachers and they can access it for you. We will keep some 
aspects of previous learning on the portfolios, for example the Talk for Writing material, the Novel times 
and perhaps some Maths if we think it will help for the next week or if it is crucial to do the following 
weeks learning if you have missed anything. Although previously, we have said that lessons are 
progressive, Maths and the other lessons are progressive for that week and then the following week a new 
unit begins. 
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Feedback from Teachers 
The amount of work coming through to the teachers is absolutely amazing and we have all been thrilled to 
see the children engaging with the videos and the work. I hope you can understand that the teachers are 
not able to provide feedback individually to every piece of work sent to them, sometimes they receive 
hundreds during just one day! Therefore, much of the work will be ‘approved’ and/or ‘liked’ by the teacher 
without a comment. The teachers will choose certain pieces of work to feedback to children about more 
specifically and hopefully the children will find this motivating and useful. Teachers know their children 
very well so will provide feedback on the lessons they feel appropriate and necessary for the child. If there 
is a particular piece of work your child (or you as a parent/carer) would like feedback on because you may 
have found it tricky or spent a long time on it, please message your child's class teacher privately or write 
on the child's work when submitting. 
 
Using other Quality Resources  
Now that we have looked more closely at the quality of learning produced by certain organisations, 
teachers may occasionally use these sites, Oak Academy, BBC Bitesize etc, to deliver parts or whole lessons 
if we feel the quality or resourcing will be more effective for the children’s learning. However, we still feel 
that the children getting videos from their teachers helps to create a more personal remote learning 
package and helps to sustain the relationship between teachers and children, plus it is in keeping with the 
strategies used in our particular school. 
 
Feedback from Parents/Carers 
I have been meeting all the teachers virtually since the start of this new year (and period of remote 
learning) and we have been monitoring and adjusting aspects of our remote learning package. We would 
love to get your feedback but feel that it may be more beneficial to gather this feedback next week once 
everyone has completed two full weeks. Please look out for the short google form that will be sent to you 
next week. Thank you to those of you who have provided feedback already to me and to the teachers, it 
really does help! 
 
Lastly, I would just like to reiterate that you are all doing such a fantastic job. I know it is challenging, if you 
need any support please just contact one of us. We are here to help!  
 
Please remember, wellbeing (yours and your child’s) must take priority and also, coffee and cake really 

helps! 👍🏻 ☕️ 🍰  
 
Take care all.  

 
 
 

 
Catherine Stalham  
Headteacher 


