
 

 

24th February 2021 
Dear Parents/Carers, 
 
I hope this letter finds you well. I know that many of you, including myself, are extremely 
excited for school to be reopening to all children on Monday 8th March. It has been such a 
challenging time and you and your children have battled on through like absolute heroes. 
 
I know there may be a wide range of emotions and feelings surrounding the children 
returning to school. Some of you will be relieved and excited, and others will be feeling 
anxious, which of course is understandable. Some of you may even have a mixture of both 
feelings. I want you to know that, just as before we continue to take our responsibilities 
extremely seriously. As always, our top priority is to keep your children safe and happy.  
 
From the 8th March, school will run in much the same way as it did in the Autumn term. I am 
including all of this information in the table below, as it seems like such a long time ago. I 
hope it answers all of your questions and queries, but if there is something I have forgotten 
please just message your class teacher on Dojo.  The items highlighted in yellow are the 
changes that have been made since the Autumn term. I hope this helps you to be clear on 
the plans for welcoming all children back to school and helps ease any anxieties. If you 
would like to know any more details, you will be able to read our school risk assessment on 
our website by Friday 5th March. This risk assessment has been written in line with 
government guidance.    
 

Returning to 
school 

 All children (including those that are clinically vulnerable) are able to return to school unless 
recommended otherwise by a medical professional (please contact the school office if this is 
the case, evidence may be required). 

 Attendance is mandatory from March 8th and the usual rules around this apply (please see 
our attendance policy on the school website).  

 Each teacher will be phoning children before 8th March to chat to the child about returning 
to school and to answer any questions parents may have. They will use withheld phone 
numbers so please do answer if you see this come up.   

 The class zoom sessions on Monday will focus on chatting about returning to school.  

Times of 
school day  

 Preschool                8.30am – 3.30pm, Friday 8.30am – 11.30, lunch club 11.30 - 12.30pm.   

 Reception                8.40am – 8.50pm until 3.00pm, Friday 8.40am – 1.15pm. 

 Yr 1, 2, 3, 4                8.30am – 8.40am until 3.10pm, Friday – 1.25pm 

 Years 5, 6                8.40am – 8.50am until 3.20pm, Friday – 1.35pm 

 If a parent has a child in Reception/KS1 and needs to pick up a KS2 child, they can walk back 
through the playground as an exception to the one-way system but then must exit through 
gate near the lake. Please continue to follow social distancing guidelines.  

 Please restrict drop off and pick up to one adult only and please be punctual adhering to your 
time slot. 

 Parents must line up ON the markings in the playground, not just anywhere in the 
playground.  



 

 

 Parents are not able to stay and chat in the playground, please pick up your child and leave 
the playground as quickly as you can.  

 Last term we had a lot of parents congregating at the end of the day outside the gate 
nearest the lake picking up children. Please could I ask you to move further down the path 
so there is not increased risk as parents leave our school gates.  

 Parents need to observe social distancing at all times.  

 We encourage children to walk or cycle to school but if you are using public transport please 
follow all Public Health England guidance - adhere to social distancing and wear a face mask. 

 Any child that is reluctant to attend school must wait to the side until other children have 
entered. We will not use any physical intervention to persuade the child in. If the child is very 
distressed, we may ask the parent to try again the following day.  

Symptoms/ 
cases of 
COVID 19 

 Anyone with symptoms of COVID-19 will need to self-isolate and not attend school. This is the 
same for anyone who has a member of their household who has symptoms. Please ring the 
office and follow the normal procedure for reporting a child’s absence.  

 If a child or adult tests positive in the school, the whole bubble will need to self-isolate for 10 
days. We will inform you of the advice from Public Health England. If a child attends breakfast 
or after school club this may apply to all other children that the child may have come into 
contact with.  

 We will follow guidance from Public Health England and our local health protection team. 

 The school will engage with NHS Test and Trace procedures.  

Hygiene and 
social 
distancing 

 Enhanced cleaning measures will continue to take place throughout the school. 

 Hand and respiratory hygiene will be encouraged and used at all times (frequent hand 
washing and ‘catch it, kill it, bin it’ approach).   

 The one-way system currently in place inside school and through the playground will stay in 
place (please enter through the Hilton Road entrance and exit via the gate near the path to 
the lake). 

 Children will be grouped in their normal classes (their ‘bubble’) but at some points in the day 
this bubble may extend to their year group, for example lunchtimes, PE lessons and after 
school club.  

 Children are not required by government to socially distance within the bubbles, however, we 
will continue to encourage as much distance as is possible between children. Desks will be in 
rows to facilitate side to side contact rather than face on. Staff are advised to maintain social 
distancing from pupils as much as possible, but please be reassured support will be provided 
to all children as necessary throughout the day. Verbal feedback will be given during lessons 
to support and challenge.   

 Children in bubbles can share most equipment. Children will have their own individual 
resources for high contact items such as pencils/pens in a personal folder. Any resources 
shared between bubbles will be cleaned in between.  

 Visitors to school will be limited to those that are essential.  

 Please only come to the school’s front office if absolutely necessary, otherwise please contact 
the office via telephone or email.  

Curriculum  Schools are required to teach a broad and balanced curriculum in all subjects.  



 

 

 As ever, children’s wellbeing and social and emotional development will be prioritised and 
support put in place as required. Children will have opportunities to share any worry they 
may have with an adult so that we can help the individual child.   

 Whole school assemblies will take place virtually through video or Zoom; assemblies will be 
carried out in classrooms instead.  

 We will continue to use the outdoor area for learning opportunities and will continue to keep 
windows and doors open where possible.  

 There will be no trips outside of school, with the exception of possibly swimming in Year 5 
which is part of the statutory curriculum. More information to follow on this. 

 We will be sending more information at a later date regarding our ‘Recovery Curriculum’. 
We have been planning this for some time and have strategies ready to be put in place to 
support all of the children. There will be no COVID catch up until after Easter, you will be 
informed if your child is invited to attend before the Easter holiday. I am confident that 
once back in school, children who may have been less motivated will gradually get used to 
the routine of school, increase their motivation for learning and gaps will begin to be 
closed. Please be aware this is not a quick fix, it will take time but this is a key priority for 
the school. If you have not been able to partake in school work over this time and have 
been prioritising your child’s happiness and mental health, please do not worry, we are 
ready to support each child with exactly what they need. As I said, more information on 
this will follow, including extra support given to children.  

Playtime/ 
Lunches 

 There will be no fruit trolley for the juniors at playtime but they may bring in a healthy snack 
to eat. 

 The normal delivery of healthy snacks for infant children will be in place so that they can 
have a piece of fruit or vegetable each day at playtime.  

 The kitchen will be fully open and the school will provide hot and cold meals in the normal 
way, as well as parents being able to bring in packed lunches for their children. Infants will 
continue to eat in the dinner hall at allocated times and junior children will eat in their 
classrooms.  

What to 
wear/bring 

 School uniform will be worn as normal and there is no requirement to wash uniform daily. 

 We understand that many families will not have uniform that fits and that for Year 6 
children it may not be viable to buy new uniform for a term. We encourage parents to do 
uniform swaps with other families via FoWG Facebook page (there are lots of items on here 
already), class WhatsApp groups or through friends. Clothes can be quarantined for 72 
hours and washed. If you are really concerned about uniform please get in touch with Jane 
Fretwell, Chris Fieldstead (in school) or Amy Parker who will be able to help you. Although 
the uniform policy will be in place, we will be flexible, so please do not worry, just get in 
touch.  

 Children may bring in a school bag with essential items such as lunch box, a water bottle, sun 
cream, coat etc., however must not bring in any unnecessary items such as toys. They will 
need to bring in a PE bag as normal but no physical contact sport will take place.  

 Please can all children return their reading books that they took home in December, the 
books cost a lot of money and we are already very short! Children will have a book each 
night but we will only change reading books on a Monday and a Thursday (due to 



 

 

quarantining) if requested (their first book will be allocated by the end of the first full week 
back at school). Please continue to sign reading diaries when you hear your child read daily. 
These will be monitored daily. Bug Club will continue to be used as normal.  

Breakfast 
clubs/After 
school club 

 Breakfast club, Willows after school club and Friday afternoon club – these will take place in 
LVH as normal. Children will be allocated tables with children only in their year group. This 
will minimise contact with others. Entrance and exit will be via the side entrance of Lake View 
Hall.  Parents do not need to sign up for the term, we will revert to previous procedures: 
Breakfast club – children can just turn up that morning, please sign up through Parent Mail 
for Willows after school club and Friday afternoon club, by 12pm that day.    

 PE clubs – there will be one PE club per year group (from year 1 upwards). Spaces are limited 
and we will send through how to sign up later on this week or early next week. Exit will be 
through the main school reception, but please wait outside on the yellow markers.  

Homework/ 
home 
learning 

 Reading books can go between home and school, books will stay within each class. 
Homework will all be online.  

 For any group that has been told to self- isolate the school will provide daily home learning 
activities in a similar way to lockdown remote learning.  

 Class Dojo has been an effective method of communication and this will be continued going 
forward. Please use the Class Dojo messaging facility to contact your child’s class teacher if 
you have a query, as you will not be able to have 1:1s at the end or beginning of a day with 
any member of staff (you can always contact the school via telephone or email). Please try to 
be respectful of teacher’s work life balance and message between 8am and 6pm. 

 

 
Here is a link to a short survey we would ask all parents to fill in to let us know of any 
concerns and how we can help you or your child to return to school:   
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSeTLtdXZ4J6CDQimF0XptGjCdBUrgjJJZmwEWP
Q59BUv2emKA/viewform?usp=sf_link 
 
I would like to take this opportunity to thank you all sincerely for supporting us through this 
third lockdown. I did not think that things could get more challenging after last year, but 
then they did! You have been utterly amazing, transforming into teachers overnight and I 
thank you for your engagement with us during this time. Your comments and well wishes 
have really made such a difference to the staff, so thank you for these.  
 
At last there is a light at the end of the tunnel and we can hopefully get back to some 
normality, not just in school but in life more generally. The sun definitely helps too! We are 
so looking forward to all being back together on 8th March and seeing all of you. In the 
meantime, stay safe and take care.  

 
 
 

 
Mrs C. Stalham 
Headteacher 
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